
Speakers and Objectives

Dr. Schafer is the Associate Chief Medical Officer and Chief Quality Officer for Augusta 
University Health System, and an Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Cardi-
ology at the Medical College of Georgia/Augusta University.  Her main area of clinical focus 
is cardiovascular critical care.  She earned her medical degree from the Medical College of 
Georgia, where she also completed her internship and residency in internal medicine.  Her 
cardiovascular fellowship training was at Wake Forest University Medical Center in Winston 
Salem, NC.  She serves as a council member and advocacy chair for the Georgia Chapter of 
the American College of Cardiology, and is an active healthcare advocate with the national 
American College of Cardiology, where she serves on the Health Affairs Committee and PAC 
Advisory Council.  

Dr. Basir received his medical degree from Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LE-
COM), Erie, PA. He completed his residency in Internal Medicine from the University of 
Indiana, Indi-anapolis, Indiana. He completed his cardiology and interventional cardiology 
training at Henry Ford Hospital and Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan. He is cur-
rently a senior interven-tional cardiology staff at Henry Ford Hospital specializing in the 
treatment of chronic total oc-clusions and advanced mechanical circulatory support devic-
es. He is the national co-principle investigator for the National Cardiogenic Shock Initiative a 
multi-center prospective single arm study evaluating the use of early hemodynamic support 
guided by invasive hemodynamics in the treatment of acute myocardial infarctions compli-
cated by cardiogenic shock.

Dr. Salvatore F. Mannino is a nationally recognized authority on mechanical circulatory sup-
port, cardiogenic shock, and complex high-risk percutaneous coronary interventions.  Since 
2016, he has served as the Director of the Mechanical Circulatory Support Program at the 
Wellstar Health System.

SESSION: CARDIOGENIC SHOCK  
Moderator: Pascha E. Schafer, MD, FACC

Objectives:
1. Understand key principles in the care of patients with cardiogenic shock

2. Learn the varying approaches to these patients from differing clinical backgrounds

Key Note:  Cardiogenic Shock: Increased Use of Best Practices Increases Survival
Mir Basir, DO

Panel Discussion and Audience Participation:

Interventionalist Perspective 
Salvatore F. Mannino, DO, FACC 
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Dr. Allison Dupont received her medical degree from Indiana University, Bloomington, 
Indiana. She completed her internship and residency in Internal Medicine, and her fel-
lowships in Cardiology and Interventional Cardiology at the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina  She is board certified in Cardiovascular Disease and Inter-
ventional Cardiology.  Dr. Dupont joined The Heart Center of Northeast Georgia Medical 
Center in 2010 after completing her interventional cardiology fellowship.  She performs 
coronary and structural interventions, including MitraClip and left atrial appendage 
occluder implantations.  She led the start of the ECMO program at NGMC in 2016 and 
serves as the director of the ECMO of the program currently.  She also serves as director 
of the CCU at NGMC.  She has a special interest in mechanical circulatory support and 
improving cardiogenic shock outcomes and is the local PI for the National Cardiogenic 
Shock Initiative.  

Dr. Anurag Sahu, MD  is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Emory University. He is the 
Director of the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit at Emory University Hospital and also serves as 
a physician in the section of Adult Congenital Heart Disease.    He works with large popu-
lations at Emory with advanced HF, various forms of mechanical support, and cardiogenic 
shock due to a variety of causes. He has helped develop cardiogenic shock protocols and 
ECMO guidelines at his institution.

Intensivist Perspective 
Anurag Sahu, MD, FACC 

  
Interventionalist Perspective 
Allison G. Dupont, MD, FACC 

    
Surgical Perspective
Jeff Miller, MD

Dr. Jeffrey S. Miller completed medical school at Baylor College of Medicine, general 
surgery residency at Baylor College of Medicine, and cardiothoracic surgery residency at 
New York University School of Medicine.  He is assistant professor of surgery, division of 
cardiothoracic surgery, at Emory University School of Medicine, and surgical director of 
the heart transplant and mechanical circulatory support program at Emory Saint Jo-
seph’s Hospital.   
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Dr. Sperling is the Founder and Director of The Heart Disease Prevention Center at Em-
ory.  He is currently the Katz Professor in Preventive Cardiology at the Emory University 
School of Medicine, and Professor of Global Health in the Rollins School of Public Health. 
Dr. Sperling served as the President of the American Society for Preventive Cardiology from 
2014-2016, and currently serves on the writing committee of the ACC/ AHA Guideline on 
the Management on Blood Cholesterol. He received his undergraduate degree from Emo-
ry College and graduated with his M.D. in 1989, and subsequently completed 8 additional 
years of training at Emory including a residency in internal medicine, chief resident year at 
Emory University Hospital, an NIH-supported research fellowship in molecular and vascular 

medicine, and a clinical fellowship in cardiovascular diseases. 

Dr. Sperling was awarded The American College of Cardiology Harry B. Graf Career Development Award for 
Heart Disease Prevention and The American Heart Association Council on Clinical Cardiology Scholarship for 
Physical Activity and Public Health in 2001.  He is the recipient of the 2017 Award of Honor from the Alumni 
Association of Emory University School of Medicine.

Dr. Sperling serves or has served as medical director for a number of unique programs at Emory including 
The HeartWise Risk Reduction Program, InterVent Atlanta, Staying Aloft,  and has served as special consultant 
to The Centers for Disease Control.   He founded (in 2004) and directs the first and only LDL apheresis pro-
gram in the state of Georgia, and is the PI for The National FH Registry site at Emory. He has been voted one 
of America’s and Atlanta’s Top Doctors and appeared often on local and national TV, newspaper, radio, and 
magazines.  In 2011 he was chosen as one of 20 national dietary experts by U.S. News and World Report to 
evaluate and rank America’s popular diets. He has received awards for excellence in both teaching (including 
4 Golden Apple Awards and The Dean’s Teaching Award) and mentorship.  He was chosen by the Dean at 
Emory University School of Medicine to be among the first faculty society advisors for the school’s new cur-
riculum.  He had served as Associate Director of the Cardiovascular Fellowship Training program at Emory for 
over a decade. He has been an investigator in a number of important clinical trials including JUPITER, COUR-
AGE, and BARI-2D and has authored over 250 manuscripts, abstracts, and book chapters.  He was co-editor 
of the American College of Cardiology’s Diabetes Self Assessment Program, was a member of the American 
College of Cardiology Prevention Committee, and currently serves as Co-Chairman of the American College 
of Cardiology’s Diabetes and Cardiometabolic Working group.  He had served on the ACC’s Population Health 
Policy and Health Promotions committee.  He currently serves on the Research and Publications committee 
of the National Diabetes Collaborative Registry, and as Co-Chair of the World Heart Federation Roadmap for 
Prevention of CVD among people with diabetes.  He was a member of the steering committee and moderator 
for the Inaugural U.S. Familial Hypercholesterolemia Summit in September, 2013.  Dr. Sperling is the Director 
the ESCAPE CV Prevention meeting, now in its 17th year.  He was a visiting Professor  ( December 2016/ Jan-
uary 2017)  on the faculty of the Imperial College of London (National Heart & Lung Institute) working with 
current World Heart Federation President, David Wood, and  has delivered invited presentations on every 
continent except for Antarctica.

SESSION: DIABETES AND CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE
OBJECTIVES: 
1. IMPROVE THE OUTCOME OF PATIENTS WITH DIABETES AND CAD
2.	 IMPROVE	PHYSICAL	EVIDENCE-BASED	PRACTICE. 
    
Moderator: Laurence S. Sperling, MD, FACC, FAHA, FACP, FASPC
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Dr. Gersh is a Professor of Medicine and Consultant at Mayo Clinic, Honorary Professor 
of Medicine at UCT, and Adjunct Professor of Medicine at Duke University.  He received 
his MB, ChB, from the University of Cape Town and his PhD from Oxford University 
as a Rhodes Scholar.  He has published 1131 manuscripts and book chapters, is the 
editor of 15 books, and is on the editorial board of 25 journals.  He has received ma-
jor awards from the ACC, AHA, and in 2103 was designated at the ESC as one of four 
“legends of modern cardiology”.  He has also received the Silver Medal of the ESC, the 
Gold Medal of the ESC in August of 2016, and the Hatter Award from UCT and UCL.  
Dr. Gersh is the 2015 recipient of the Mayo Clinic Distinguished Alumnus Award.  His 
clinical interests include acute and chronic coronary artery disease, electrophysiology, 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, and valvular heart disease.

Dr. Burgess In Practice 14 years with Cardiovascular Consultants in Savannah, GA
Medical Director of Noninvasive Cardiology at Memorial Health University Medical 
Center
Board Certified in Cardiology and echocardiography
Level 3 Certification in echocardiography
Special interest in Transesophageal Echocardiography

    
Key Note: Coronary Revascularization in Diabetics with Stable CAD:  
Evidence and Uncertainties
Bernard Gersh, MD, CHB, DPhil
 

Panel Discussion and Audience Participation: Team Approach to Comprehensive CV Care 
Brett C. Burgess, MD, FACC
        

Optimal Medical Therapy for CV Prevention 
Jonathan R. Murrow, MD, FACC

Jonathan Murrow, MD is an Associate Professor at the Augusta University – University 
of Georgia Medical Partnership, where he also serves as the Campus Associate Dean 
of Research.  In addition to developing collaborative biomedical research programs, he 
studies how oxygen delivery and utilization affects skeletal muscle in peripheral arterial 
disease and diabetes.  He earned his medical degree from Emory University, completed 
his internal medicine residency at Johns Hopkins Hospital, and pursued cardiovascular 
fellowship training at Hopkins and Emory.  He currently practices cardiology with Pied-
mont Heart Institute – Athens.  At Piedmont Athens Regional he oversees graduate 
medical education programs and the Community Care Clinic.  
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Dr. Halkos is an experienced and productive academic cardiac surgeon scientist, whose 
expertise is in minimally invasive cardiac surgery, which includes robotic mitral valve sur-
gery, robotic-assisted coronary artery bypass surgery, hybrid coronary revascularization, 
hybrid atrial fibrillation ablation, and mitral valve repair.  Over 50% of his clinical practice 
focuses on minimally invasive approaches for cardiac surgical operations.  He currently 
practices out of Emory St. Joseph’s Hospital and Emory University Hospital Midtown 
and currently serves as the Division Chief for Cardiothoracic Surgery at Emory University 
School of Medicine.

    
Revascularization: Pitfalls and Possibilities 
Michael E. Halkos, MD, FACC 

    
Cardiac Effects of Diabetic Medications 
John (Chip) Reed, MD  

Dr. John H. “Chip” Reed is a board-certified endocrinologist who has practiced in the At-
lanta area since 1985. He has lived in Georgia since childhood, is a graduate of Emory Uni-
versity School of Medicine, and spent the past 30 years in private practice, advocating for 
improved patient outcomes through individual diabetes education and management. He 
has served as an active staff member at both Emory/Saint Joseph’s Hospital and Northside 
Hospital-Atlanta for over 25 years, where he established a reputation for promoting indi-
vidualized diabetes treatment plans for inpatients.  Dr. Reed believes ardently in education 
for diabetic patients and is a certified diabetes educator, hosting diabetes school four to 
five times a year for his private practice patients.  He has dedicated a substantial portion 
of his medical career to diabetes research as well, participating as an investigator in over 
150 studies.
In his personal time, Dr. Reed enjoys traveling with his family and volunteering his time to 
youth diabetes camps. He also donates his time to serving as a board member for a land 
conservation group serving Georgia and Alabama.
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SESSION: CARDIOLOGY IN GEORGIA 

Objectives:
1. Where are the areas of community and patient cardiac care in our state where we can improve?

2. How can “Cardiology in Georgia” address the impending shortage of cardiologist?   

Moderator: Joseph S. Wilson Jr., MD, FACC 

Dr. Joe Wilson grew up in Atlanta, and graduated from Dykes High School in 1969. 
After graduating from Vanderbilt University in 1973 with a degree in economics, he 
continued his studies at Emory University, where he received his doctorate in medicine 
in 1977. Further training included an internship at Grady Hospital in Atlanta; a cardiol-
ogy registrar at Princess Margaret Hospital in New Zealand; and a cardiology fellowship 
at Vanderbilt University. From 1984 until 2011, he practiced interventional cardiology in 
Atlanta with privileges at both Saint Joseph’s and Northside Hospitals.  

After serving on the MagMutual Board, since 1999, in 2011, Dr. Wilson was asked to leave 
his practice, and take over as Chairman and CEO of the MagMutual Insurance Company.   In 2017 he moved 
to Executive Chairman of the MagMutual Holding Company. 

Dr. Wilson is board certified in cardiology and interventional cardiology and is a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Cardiology. He was a clinical cardiology instructor at Vanderbilt University and Emory University.
Dr. Wilson has been selected by Atlanta Magazine as one of the “Top Doctors” in the Atlanta area. He also 
has held many elected positions, including governor of the American College of Cardiology and president of 
the Georgia Chapter of the American College of Cardiology.

Among his many volunteer activities, Dr. Wilson served as medical director of the Peachtree Road Race from 
1987- 2016. He and his wife Sharon have two daughters. 

Charles L. Brown, III MD, FACC

Dr. Charles Brown, III currently serves as CEO of The Physician Enterprise Healthcare Prior 
to that, he served as Chief of Cardiovascular Services for Piedmont Health Institute. Pied-
mont Heart is now recognized as one of the most prominent Heart Institutes in the country 
and is a national model for Physician/Hospital integration. Prior to joining Piedmont in 
1992, he was an Emory Clinic Faculty Member. 

Dr. Brown is board-certified in Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Diseases, and Interven-
tional Cardiology. He has participated in numerous research studies, authored ad co-au-
thored numerous medical publications and continues to contribute articles to the medical 

literature. 
Dr. Brown earned his undergraduate degree from the University of New Orleans in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He earned his medical degree from Louisiana State University of Medicine in New Orleans and completed 
his internship, residency and fellowships in cardiovascular disease and interventional cardiology with Emory 
University Affiliated Hospitals, where he also he served as Chief Resident of Medicine. He was then trained in 
peripheral angioplasty and endovascular therapies at the Red Cross Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany. 

He is a member of numerous professional societies, including Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society, the Amer-
ican College of Cardiology, Society of Angiography and Intervention, The American Heart Association, The 
Medical Association of Atlanta and the Medical Association of Georgia. 
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Angel R. Leon, MD, FACC

Dr. Leon is the Linton and June Bishop Professor and Associate Director of Clinical Opera-
tions, Division of Cardiology, and Vice Chair for Clinical Strategic Initiatives, Department of 
Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine. His administrative appointments include 
Chief of Clinical Cardiology at Emory Midtown and Emory Healthcare Market Director of 
Clinical Cardiology. 

Dr. Leon received his AB degree at Harvard University and his MD from the University 
of Miami, FL. He completed his Internal Medicine residency at the University of Miami/
Jackson Memorial Hospital, Cardiology Fellowship at the University of Michigan Medical 
Center. He joined the Emory Faculty in 1991. 

Dr. Leon’s professional interests involve the management of heart rhythm disorders. He is 
actively involved in clinical research and application of techniques for medical treatment, 
catheter ablations, and device implantation. 

The areas of his clinical interest include atrial fibrillation, supraventricular and ventricular 
tachycardia, prevention of sudden cardia death, and cardiac resynchronization for the 
treatment of congestive heart failure.  

Adam E. Berman, MD, FACC

Dr. Berman is a Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics, and Chief of the Division of Cardiolo-
gy in the Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University.  He also serves as the Medical 
Director of the Augusta University Health System Cardiovascular Center of Excellence.
Dr. Berman received his M.D. degree from the University Of Mississippi, and then complet-
ed a residency in Internal Medicine at Georgetown University Medical Center.  He complet-
ed a fellowship in Cardiology at the Ochsner Clinic in New Orleans and a fellowship in Cardi-
ac Electrophysiology at Duke University Medical Center. He is currently pursuing a Master’s 
of Science in Health Economics, Outcomes, and Management in Cardiovascular Diseases at 
the London School of Economics.

Dr. Berman earned a Masters of Public Health with a concentration in Health Management 
from Augusta University. He is board certified in Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology and 
Cardiovascular Diseases and is a fellow of the American College of Cardiology, the American 
Heart Association, and the Heart Rhythm Society. 
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Dr. Walpole is the Vice President of Medical Affairs at Northeast Georgia Health System. Dr. 
Walpole practiced interventional cardiology for many years and served as managing partner 
of Saint Thomas Heart in Nashville, Tennessee. He also served as Chief of Cardiac Sciences at 
Saint Thomas Hospital. 

Dr. Walpole received his BS degree in Microbiology from the University of Georgia and his 
MD degree from the Medical College of Georgia. He completed internal medicine residency 
at Vanderbilt University. He also completed general cardiology and interventional cardiology 
fellowships at Emory University. He obtained an MBA from the Goizueta Business School at 
Emory. He is board certified in internal medicine, cardiovascular diseases and interventional 
cardiology. 

Dr. Walpole is active in the American College of Cardiology where he currently serves as Trea-
surer. He previously served as Governor of the Tennessee Chapter. He is the program director 
of the ACC’s Cardiovascular Summit. He is a former chairman of the ACC Political Action Com-
mittee and member of the PAC executive board.

Howard (Bo) T. Walpole Jr., MD, MBA, FACC

Barry D. Mangel, MD, FACC

Dr. Mangel, a board-certified interventional cardiologist, was born in Philadelphia, PA.  He 
studied at Boston University where he completed a six-year BA/MD program with hon-
ors.  He completed his internship and residency at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital 
in Philadelphia in 1991.  He was a cardiac fellow at Deaconess Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School where he received training in cardiac intervention.

Dr. Mangel entered private practice in 1994.  He is currently on staff at WellStar Cobb, 
Douglas, Kennestone and Paulding hospitals.

Dr. Mangel serves as the Chief Cardiology Officer of WellStar Health System.
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SESSION: STROKE/NEURO CARDIOLOGY

OBJECTIVES:
1.  DESCRIBE THE EFFECTS OF THE AUTONOMIC NERVOUS SYSTEM ON CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE STATES

2.  OUTLINE THE CONNECTION CARDIAC DYSFUNCTION ON ISCHEMIC NEUROLOGIC STATES
 
Moderator: Amar D. Patel, MD, FACC

Dr. Patel received his medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia. He complet-
ed his internship and residency at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and went 
on to complete a fellowship in Cardiovascular Disease and interventional cardiology at 
Emory University. Dr. Patel is a professional member of the American College of Cardiol-
ogy and the Society of Cardiac Angiography and Intervention.

Dr. Patel is board certified in Cardiovascular Disease and interventional cardiology. He 
is a member of several medical and professional societies. He has advanced training in 
cardiac and peripheral vascular imaging and extensive experience in clinical research. 
Dr. Patel's areas of interest include: percutaneous coronary intervention, structural 
heart disease/congenital heart defects, and valvular hear disease.

Dr. Patel joined Cardiovascular Medicine in August 2007. He is currently on staff at 
WellStar Cobb, Douglas, Kennestone and Paulding hospitals. When not at work, Dr. Pa-
tel loves to spend time with his wife and children. He also enjoys traveling and reading.

Dr. Hopkins has been a pioneer in the catheter-based treatment of neurovascular 
disease and stroke and has developed one of the largest and most respected stroke 
treatment centers in the world. He has served in many leadership positions including 
President of the Academy of Neurosurgery. Dr. Hopkins served as chair of the depart-
ment of NS at SUNY Buffalo for nearly 25 years, has authored over 400 peer reviewed 
publications and has won numerous awards for his contributions to Neurosurgery. 
More than 50 Neuroendovascular fellows have trained with Hopkins, many of whom 
are now in leadership positions around the US. In 2013, he was named SUNY Distin-
guished Professor of Neurosurgery, the highest academic award in the NY State Univer-
sity system. He conceived and spearheaded the design and build for the unique Gates 
Vascular Institute, UB Clinical and Translational Research Center, and Jacobs Institute(JI) 
which opened in Buffalo in 2013. The JI has a core mission of interdisciplinary collabo-
ration and innovation in an independent, not for profit environment funded by philan-
thropy. The building has received 19 major design awards as the “Vascular Center of 
the Future” Dr. Hopkins has also been active in entrepreneurship and has served on the 
board of several medical technology start-ups. He and his wife, Bonnie, live in Buffalo, 
New York and have three children and eight grandchildren.

Key Note: Innovations in Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke
L. Nelson Hopkins, MD, FACS
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Dr. Gupta joined Wellstar Health System in 2013 as a Neuroendovascular specialist with 
subspecialty training in Stroke and Neurocritical Care. He graduated from Columbia Uni-
versity School of Engineering with a major in Chemical Engineering in 1995. He completed 
his Neurology Residency at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center in 2003 and went on to 
complete a Stroke/Neurocritical Care Fellowship  at Cleveland Clinic and a Neuroendovas-
cular Fellowship at the University of  Pittsburgh  Medical Center.  He later received a MBA 
from Georgia Tech in 2013.

Since graduating from fellowship, Dr. Gupta has been passionate about advancing stroke 
care nationally and internationally. He has published over 150 manuscripts in peer-reviewed  journals , over 
100 invited lectures internationally on acute stroke care and systems of care and was one of the found mem-
bers of the Society of Vascular and lnterventional Neurology. He serves as Associate Editor to the Journal of 
Neuroimaging, Journal of Neurointerventional Surgery and lnterventional Neurology.

Since joining Wellstar, he has dedicated himself towards building and improving stroke care. He developed the 
first neurocritical care service at Kennestone Hospital to manage and care for patients with complex neuro-
vascular disease states as well as complex neurocritical care conditions. The service has expanded from one 
physician to five physicians and 8 nurse practitioners with consistently the highest HCAP scores of the ICU’s at 
Kennestone. The demand for these services have outpaced bed availability and continues to grow. Additional-
ly,  there has been a surge in the need for endovascular services resultant from the building of these services.
He has spent time working with the WRI in developing research studies to be conducted at Kennestone Hos-
pital. Since joining Wellstar , there have been over 350 patients enrolled in an international research study. 
Wellstar is the leading enroller in 3 international trials and has become recognized internationally as contrib-
uting high quality research data and recognized as a stroke center of excellence. Physicians, coordinators and 
executives reach out frequently to learn more about the service and how it was developed given it internation-
al visibility with enrollment in trials. He is currently working on a multi-center trial in collaboration with Cedar 
Sinai and the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center to determine the impact of hypothermia and cooling on 
stroke victims undergoing clot retrieval. The study has been funded with an anticipated start date in the sum-
mer of 2017.

Acute Stroke Management in Select Patients Populations 
Rishi Gupta, MD 

OBJECTIVES
1.	 Identify	challenges	in	the	management	of	stroke	in	the	post-cardiac	surgery	patient
2.	 Identify	challenges	and	solutions	to	treat	acute	CVA	in	rural	locations
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Management of the Cryptogenic Stroke Patient 
David C. Hess, MD

Dr. Hess,a stroke specialist, honored educator and biotech entrepreneur, is the 27th Dean 
of the Medical College of Georgia and Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs and 
Integration at Augusta University.  Dr. Hess also serves as Presidential Distinguished Chair 
and Professor in the MCG Department of Neurology.  

He is a graduate of the Johns Hopkins University and the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine and completed his Neurology Residency and Vascular Neurology/Stroke Fellow-
ship at MCG and AU Health System. 

A prolific physician-scientist whose focus is improving stroke treatment and recovery, 
Dr. Hess has more than 170 peer-reviewed publications and has been involved in basic, 
pre-clinical and clinical stroke research. Dr. Hess helped develop the REACH tele stroke 
network in rural Georgia that now numbers 30 hospitals. 

Dr. Hess is board certified in internal medicine, neurology and vascular neurology and has 
been named to America’s Top Doctors and Best Doctors in America since 2000.

    
Atrial Fibrillation: Current Detection and Mechanism  
Bruce S. Stambler, MD, FACC

Bruce Stambler, M.D., earned his medical degree from Duke University School of Medi-
cine.  He completed his internal medicine residency and clinical and research fellowship in 
cardiology at Beth Israel Hospital, Harvard Medical School in Boston, Massachusetts.  He 
then completed a clinical and research fellowship in cardiac electrophysiology at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts.

Prior to joining Piedmont Heart in 2014, Dr. Stambler practiced at University Hospitals of 
Cleveland, where he formerly served as Director of Clinical Electrophysiology and Pacing 
and Director of the Electrophysiology Fellowship Program. He was a Professor of Medicine 
at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.  He is board certified in cardiology 
and cardiac electrophysiology. He has been selected as a Best/Top Doctor in America from 
2004-2018.  A Fellow of the American College of Cardiology, American Heart Association 
and the Heart Rhythm Society, Dr. Stambler is active in research and education in cardiac 
electrophysiology.  At Piedmont Heart, he serves as Director, Cardiac Arrhythmia Research 
and Education. 

OBJECTIVES:
1. Describe the data that support PFO closure
2.	 Management	of	cryptogenic	stroke	in	patients	over	the	age	of	60	with	no	documented	Afib

OBJECTIVES:
1.	 Describe	the	role	of	Implantable	Loop	Recorder	monitoring	for	the	detection	of	Afib

2.	 Describe	the	role	of	AF	catheter	ablation	in	the	reduction	of	downstream	neurologic	events
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WOMEN IN CARDIOLOGY: 
The ACC’s Inclusiveness and Diversity Plan for an Underserved Majority

OBJECTIVES:
1. Learn about the National WIC Advocacy efforts to increase the number of women in cardiology. 

2.    Recognize the causes for disparities that exist for women cardiology physicians and strategies to 
address these. 

Moderator: Rachel Harris, MD, FACC 

Dr. Harris is a native of Fort Lauderdale, FL.  She attended the University of Florida in 
Gainesville, FL where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Food Science and Human Nu-
trition. She then received a Master’s Degree in Public Health Nutrition from Loma Linda 
University School of Public Health before pursuing a degree in medicine.
Dr. Harris received her MD degree from the Morehouse School of Medicine (’05).  She 
then trained at Duke University Medical Center in Durham, NC for Internal Medicine 
Internship and Residency and at the University of Alabama Hospital in Birmingham, AL 
where she trained in Cardiovascular Diseases.

She joined the faculty of the Morehouse School of Medicine, Section of Cardiology as an 
Assistant Professor (2011-2018) and as the first Staff Cardiologist at the Ft. McPherson 
VA Women’s Center of Excellence in 2012, as well as holds an Adjunct appointment with 
Emory University.

Dr. Harris passionately enjoys teaching and also served as one of the Morehouse School 
of Medicine Internal Medicine Residency Associate Program Directors (March 2013-2017), 
on the Graduate Medical Education Committee and as Associate Program Director of the 

Dr. Lewis is a graduate of Stanford University School of Medicine where she completed 
internship, residency and cardiology training. She practices cardiology in Portland, Oregon 
where she is Past Governor of the Oregon ACC. She is the immediate past chair of the 
Women in Cardiology Section of ACC, Chair of the Ethics and Compliance Committee for 
the American College of Cardiology, Chair-elect of the Section Steering Committee, and 
Chair-elect of the ACC PAC, advocating for member engagement across cardiovascular 
medicine.  She was an investigator in landmark clinical trials including SAVE, PROVE-IT, 
TNT, Jupiter, and the CARE trial where she authored or co-authored multiple subgroup 
analyses. More recently she authored the third ACC Professional Life Survey, co-authored 
papers on Sex Differences in Ischemic Heart Disease, The Pregnant Cardiologist, and 
Career Preferences and Perceptions of Cardiology Among US Internal Medicine Trainees. 
She was as one of the 44 top cardiac centers/doctors for women, and has been recognized 
over many years in Castle and Connolly America’s Top Doctors.

Sandra Lewis, MD
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SESSION: Leading Edge Advances in Coronary Intervention
Dean J. Kereiakes, MD

OBJECTIVES: 
1. The attendee will understand the science driving new stent technology as well as plaque    
modification techniques.  

2. The attendee will understand the importance of creating individualized PCI strategies for 
different patient subtypes.  

Dean J. Kereiakes, M.D., FACC, FSCAI is Medical Director of The Christ Hospital Heart and 
Vascular Center, Medical Director of the Carl and Edyth Lindner Center for Research and 
Education at The Christ Hospital, and Professor of Clinical Medicine at Ohio State Univer-
sity.

Dr. Kereiakes received his medical degree and was valedictorian of his graduating class 
at the University of Cincinnati in Ohio. Internal Medicine training included both the 
University of California, San Francisco and the Massachusetts General Hospital in Bos-
ton, with a chief residency at the University of California, San Francisco.  He completed 

fellowships in adult cardiology at the University of California, San Francisco and in coronary angioplasty at 
both the San Francisco Heart Institute and the Sequoia Hospital.   Dr. Kereiakes is very active as a clinical 
and scientific investigator and has participated in over 1400 clinical research protocols.  He has published 
over 900 journal articles, abstracts and book chapters.  He has served on multiple editorial boards and 
was previously a Section Editor for Circulation. He received the Simon Dack Award for Outstanding Schol-
arship from JACC in 2011. Dr. Kereiakes is a Fellow of the American College of Cardiology as well as The 
Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions. He was honored with an Honorary Doctorate of 
Sciences from the University of Cincinnati in 2014.

SESSION: Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy
John S. Douglas Jr., MD, FACC

OBJECTIVES:
1.  The attendee will understand which patients may be most appropriately treated with Septal 
Ablation, Surgery and medications.

2. The attendee will be challenged to understand the hemodynamics of the dynamic outflow tract.

Dr. Douglas is professor of medicine at the Emory University School of Medicine and 
Director of the Interventional Cardiology Fellowship Program. He is a graduate of the 
University of the South and Washington University School of Medicine and served in 
the United States Navy as a Lieutenant Commander at Camp Lejeune Marine Corps 
Base and An Hoa South Vietnam. Dr. Douglas is board certified in interceptional cardiol-
ogy and serves on the ABIM Interventional Cardiology Board Examination Committee. 
He was a partner of the late Andreas Gruentzig, has mentored over 150 interventional 
cardiology fellows and participated in many of the pivotal interventional cardiology 
fellows and participated in many of the pivotal interventional cardiology clinical trials 
beginning in 1980 and continuing to the present. Dr. Douglas served on the Board of 
Trustees of the SCAI and Board of Governors of the ACC. He, was ACC Governor for 
Georgia and received the Georgia Chapter Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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SESSION:	IMAGING/	WORRIED,	WELL-PATIENT

OBJECTIVES: 
1.  Understand the scope of the challenge in testing individuals who are anxious about heart disease 
due to family history but are otherwise healthy. 

2.		Develop	a	testing	strategy	in	this	population	based	on	evidence-base	and	cost-effectiveness.	
 
Moderator: Mani A. Vannan, MBBS, FACC

Dr. Vannan is director of cardiovascular imaging at Piedmont Heart, director of echocardi-
ography at the Fuqua Heart Center and medical director of valvular imaging at the Marcus 
Heart Valve Center. He earned his medical degree at Madras Medical College in Madras, 
India and completed his residency at Trafford General Hospital in Manchester, England 
and his cardiology fellowship at Tufts-New England Medical Center in Boston. Dr. Vannan 
is a fellow of the American College of Cardiology, the American Heart Association and the 
American Society of Echocardiography as well as a member of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians in the UK. He is a frequent presenter at national and international meetings and 
leads Piedmont Heart’s annual 3-D Echo 360, iMAGINE and Napa Cardiology conferences, 
among others. He serves on the editorial boards of major cardiovascular journals and has 
over 200 publications. His research interests include 3-D imaging.

Robert C. Hendel, M.D. is presently the Sidney W and Marilyn S. Lassen Chair in Cardiovas-
cular Medicine and a Professor of Medicine and Radiology at the Tulane University School 
of Medicine. He also serves as the Chief of the Section of Cardiology and Director of the 
Tulane Heart and Vascular Institute. 

Dr. Hendel received his Bachelor of Art’s degree in biological sciences and education from 
Northwestern University and then was granted his medical degree with distinction, from 
George Washington University School of Medicine. He completed his internship and resi-
dency in internal medicine at Northwestern University and went on to receive fellowship 
training in cardiovascular disease at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. After 
specialized training in nuclear cardiology, he returned to Northwestern University, where 
he remained for almost 10 years, before he moved to Rush University Medical Center. 
While in Chicago, Dr. Hendel also spent five years in a large single-specialty practice before 
moving to Miami in 2010.  While at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, Dr. 
Hendel was the Director of Cardiac Imaging and Outpatient Services, Director of the Car-
diac Care Unit, and also served as the Interim Chief of the Cardiovascular Division. He was 
also the Associate Chief Medical Officer at the University of Miami Hospital.

Dr. Hendel has served at the national level as the President of the American Society of 
Nuclear Cardiology and as President of the Cardiovascular Council of the Society of Nu-
clear Medicine (SNM) and received the Hermann Blumgardt Award from the SNM for 
outstanding service in nuclear cardiology. He is presently serving a second three-year on 
the Board of Trustees and was a long-serving member of the appropriate use criteria task 

Key Note: The Worried Well: A Role for Cardiac Imaging?
    
Robert C. Hendel, MD, FACC, FAHA, FSCCT, MASNC 
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force at the ACC and has pioneered the implementation and evaluation of appropriate use criteria. He has 
also chaired the ACC/AHA Task Force on Clinical Data Standards. He is a Fellow of the American College of 
Cardiology (FACC), the American Heart Association (FAHA), and a Master of the American Society of Nuclear 
Cardiology (MASNC). 

Dr. Hendel has delivered invited lectureships at the American Heart Association, American College of Car-
diology, Society of Nuclear Medicine, and the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology scientific sessions, 
as well as at national conferences in more than 25 countries. He has also authored more than 200 papers 
and book chapters and has published three of the leading textbooks in nuclear cardiology. He serves on the 
editorial board for multiple journals, and is a section editor for JACC-Imaging. His areas of research interest 
have included cardiac imaging, patient risk stratification, and pharmacologic stress testing, and quality and 
appropriateness in cardiac imaging. 

    
Marfan’s Syndrome

OBJECTIVES:
1. Be informed of the risk of aortic root dilatation in Marfans’ and effectiveness of treatment options. 

2.	Utilize	this	knowledge	to	implement	a	screening	algorithm	which	is	appropriate	and	cost-effective.	

Byron Robinson Williams III, MD, FACC

Dr. Williams is an Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Cardiology at Emory 
University School of Medicine.  He is a non-invasive cardiologist and is based at Emory 
University Hospital and Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital.  He earned his BA from Princeton 
University in 1997 and his MD from Emory University School of Medicine in 2001.  He 
completed his residency in internal medicine at Emory and was selected as chief resident 
for the 2004-5 academic year.  He completed his cardiovascular disease fellowship at Em-
ory as well.  He joined the Emory faculty in 2008.   He is the founder and medical director 
of the Emory Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Clinic.  He has also served at the cardiology 
fellowship program director at Emory since 2013.
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RV Dysplasia

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Understand the incidence, the morphological and genetic markers of RV dysplasia. 
2. Utilize this knowledge to formulate a screening strategy with emphasis on appropriate use of 
the imaging resources. 
 
Ioannis Parastatidis, MD, PhD

Dr. Parastatidis received his medical degree from Aristotle University in Thessaloniki, Greece, 
and completed his internal medicine internship and residence at Albery Einstein Medical 
Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He then completed fellowships in cardiology and 
structural imaging at Emory University, where he served as chief cardiology fellow. Dr. Para-
statidis is board verified in Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Disease, Adult Echocardiogra-
phy and Nuclear Cardiology. 

Dr. Parastatidis also holds a PhD in vascular biology from Aristotel University. He conduct-
ed research about atherosclerotic heart disease, oxidative stress and vascular aging at the 
University of Pennsylvania and the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He has authored and 
co-authored more than 20 studies in several high-impact medical publications, mostly about 
his research interests in coronary artery disease, valvular heart disease and aging. 

Dr. Mobasseri completed her undergraduate degree at Washington University in St. Louis 
with a dual major in Biology and Psychology and completed her medical school at Medi-
cal College of Ohio. She completed internal medicine internship, residency and cardiology 
fellowship at Rush University in Chicago. As associate professor at Northwestern University, 
she started a women’s heart program at Northwestern and Evanston Hospital in Chicago.
She served as previous director of Noninvasive imaging at Graduate hospital and Cardiology 
fellowship director at Hahnemann University, both hospitals in Philadelphia. She moved to 
Atlanta 13 years ago with her family and joined Cardiology of Georgia which became Pied-
mont Heart Institute at Piedmont Hospital and currently is  medical director of Piedmont 
Atlanta Echo lab. She has a clinical faculty appointment at Medical College of Georgia and 
she started the Women’s Heart Screening Program at PHI in 2011. She provides medical 
lectures for the American Heart Association “go red Campaign” and participates in regular 
speaking engagements for CV imaging locally with PHI and nationally with American Heart 
Association, American Society of echocardiography and Abbott Vascular.

Mitral Valve Prolapse 

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Understand the natural history of MVP and the rate of SCD in MVP

2. Develop an screening imaging algorithm based on evidence base and appropriateness 

Sara Mobasseri, MD, FACC
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Left Ventricular Non-compaction 
    
Catherine N. Marti, MD

Dr. Marti graduated from The University of Georgia in Athens and earned her medical 
degree from Mercer University where she was elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha honor so-
ciety. She completed her post-graduate training at Emory University including an additional 
year in Advanced Heart Failure and Transplant Cardiology and a Masters in Clinical Research. 
Dr. Marti is the only physician in the Athens region who is board certified in Advanced Heart 
Failure and Transplant Cardiology. She has received grant funding from the American Heart 
Association and remains involved with heart failure research with active clinical trials and 
journal publications. Her clinical interests include heart failure and transplant cardiology, 
mechanical circulatory support, congenital heart disease, cardio-oncology, cardiac imaging 
and women’s heart disease, including heart disease during pregnancy. 
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SESSION: FAUX PAS TO FORTUNE

OBJECTIVES:
1.  Identify patient complexities that would result in surgical procedural complexities.

2.    Identify solutions to surgical and patient related procedural complexities.
  
Co-Moderators:	Vasilis	Babaliaros,	MD,	FACC
Pradyumna Tummula, MD, FACC, FSCAI 

Dr. Babaliaros is the co - director of the Emory Structural Heart & Valve Center at Emory 
Healthcare and co - director of the Adult Congenital Heart Intervention team within the Em-
ory Adult Congenital Heart Center. He has more than 10 years experience in interventional 
cardiology focused on structural heart and valve disease including clinical research.

Dr. Tummala graduated from The Johns Hopkins University and obtained his medical de-
gree at the University of Michigan Medical School.  He completed his residency in Internal 
Medicine at Barnes Hospital, Washington University Medical Center and his fellowships in 
general and interventional cardiology at Emory University School of Medicine.  Dr. Tummala 
has served as medical director of the cardiac care unit at Northeast Georgia Medical Center 
between 2003 and 2017.  He has since been serving as director of the cardiac catheteriza-
tion laboratorie.  His interests include advancing quality improvement initiatives, all aspects 
of interventional cardiology, and participating in clinical research.

Dr. Luu received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and her medical degree from Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta. She com-
pleted her residency and her fellowship at Emory University in Atlanta.

Board certified by the American Board of Thoracic Surgery and the American Board of Sur-
gery, she is a member of the American College of Surgeons. Dr. Luu is in practice with Well-
Star Cardiovascular Surgery.

A Complex Case of Adult Cardiac Surgery

OBJECTIVES: 
1.  Identify patient complexities that would result in surgical procedural complexities.

2. Identify solutions to surgical and patient related procedural complexities.

Theresa Luu, MD
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A Complex Case of Percutaneous Coronary Intervention 

OBJECTIVES:
1. Identify potential complications that can be anticipated from PCI in complex coronary anatomy.

2.  Identify solutions to problems encountered with complex coronary anatomy.

Deepak Kapoor, MD 

Dr. Deepak Kapoor is an Associate Professor of Medicine and Director of Cardiac Catheter-
ization Lab at Augusta University. Dr. Kapoor obtained his medical degree from University 
of Delhi in India. He has nearly two decades of experience in the field of Cardiology and 
Interventional Cardiology. He is particularly focused on complex high-risk percutaneous 
intervention, percutaneous intervention of chronic total occlusions of coronaries and pe-
ripheral vessels, image-guided and optimized PCI, low-contrast PCI and revascularization of 
CABG turn down patients.  He also has published, proctored, advised and trained others in 
these focus areas. Dr. Kapoor is dedicated to evaluating new interventional modalities for 
patient use, as well as enhanced professional development of physicians in training and his 
professional peers. He takes particular pride in training and inspiring a generation of cardi-
ology fellows in the field of interventional cardiology. He is recipient of distinguished faculty 
award for patient care at Augusta University in 2016.  He is, and has been, a consultant for 
device development and complex intervention to Abbott Vascular, Phillips Corporation, 
Trireme Corporation and Merrill life sciences. His areas of interest outside the field of medi-
cine include gardening and international travel. 

        
A Complex Case of Transcatheter Structural Heart Disease Intervention 

OBJECTIVES:
1. Identify patients with complex structural heart disease that can be helped with transcatheter interven-
tions.

2. Identify solutions to patient or anatomic complexities that are present in above population.

Adam Greenbaum, MD

Dr. Greenbaum has recently joined Emory University as an Associate Professor of Medicine 
and co-director of the Structural Heart and Valve Center.  He was a senior staff physician in 
the division of cardiology at the Henry Ford Heart and Vascular Institute in Detroit, Michigan 
for the past 19 years and served as co-director of the Center for Structural Heart Disease 
there as well.  He had also previously served as the director of the Edith and Benson Ford 
Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory and the interventional fellowship program director.   He 
is board certified in general and interventional cardiology and is a fellow of the American 
College of Cardiology, the American Heart Association and the Society for Cardiovascular An-
giography and Interventions.   His interests include the transcatheter and minimally invasive 
approaches to the treatment of structural diseases of the heart along with percutaneous 
interventions for coronary atherosclerosis and peripheral vascular disease.   His latest inter-
ests include novel access methods and approaches to valvular heart disease for those with 



Speakers and Objectives

no other options.

Dr. Greenbaum was raised in New York and graduated medical school from the New York University School 
of Medicine in New York, NY.  He completed his internal medicine training at the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor, MI and his general and interventional cardiology training at Duke University in Durham, NC.   Dr. 
Greenbaum has been employed at Henry Ford Hospital since 1999 and now joins Emory University.  He has 
dedicated his career to patient care, resident and fellow education as well as clinical research authoring nu-
merous articles within the field of cardiovascular diseases and more recently, structural heart disease.  He has 
won numerous patient care and teaching awards and is recognized as one of the clinical experts in the field of 
structural heart disease.  He has helped develop and transition to clinical care many unique methods to im-
prove access to, the safety of and the treatment of structural heart problems previously without a transcathe-
ter solution.

    
Stuck on You 

OBJECTIVES:

1. Identify patients with complex adult congenital heart disease that can be helped with transcatheter 
interventions.

2. Identify solutions to patient or anatomic complexities that are present in above population.

Dennis Kim, MD, PHD, ACC

Dr. Kim graduated from the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in 1996. He 
works in Alpharetta, GA and two other locations and specializes in Pediatric Cardiology. 
Dr. Kim is affiliated with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta At Hughes Spaulding, Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta At Scottish Rite, Northside Hospital and Piedmont Atlanta Hospital.


